
NO FAULT DIVORCE FLOWCHART

Sole applicant

Applicant completes 
application for divorce

Application issued 
by the court

Court to serve application 
on respondent

Respondent lives outside of 
England and Wales

Applicant request to 
serve respondent

Issued application returned to 
applicant to serve to the 

respondent directly
Application served by email 

with notice to go by post

Respondent to complete 
‘Response to divorce 

application’

If disputed, respondent to file 
answer (NB jurisdictional grounds 

or validity of marriage only) 
Applicant applies for 

conditional order

Sole applicant applies for 
final order

Final order (on sole application)

Must give notice to 
respondent 

If no application respondent 
can apply after 3 months

Applicant 1 and applicant 2 
apply for a divorce 

Application issued 
by the court

One applicant only applies 
for conditional order

Both applicants apply for 
conditional order

Conditional order (on joint application)

Copy provided to other 
party who becomes 

respondent

One applicant applies for 
final order

Joint application for final 
order

Final order (on joint applications)

Max 28 
days to 
effect 

service

14 days 
from receipt

21 days 
from 

deadline for 
response

14 days notice to other 
party, 

who becomes respondent

Joint applicants

20 week 
period of 
reflection 

commences 

6 week period 
between orders 

Conditional order (on sole application)

The information contained in this guide is intended to be a general introductory summary of the subject matters covered only. It does not purport to be exhaustive, or to provide legal advice and should not be used as a substitute for such advice.
© 2022 Stevens & Bolton LLP. 


	No Fault Divorce flowchart

